
Friday 1st April 2022

Miss V. Gowan 
Headteacher 

Victoria Gowan
Headteacher

Headteacher Message

Numeracy Puzzle

Dear Parent/Carer 

I would like to thank you and your child for your understanding over the past couple of weeks. 
We have had a significant number of staff absent from school with Covid-19. Despite this 
situation, the school has remained calm and focused and learning has been able to continue 
across all year groups. The staff in school have been superb in supporting each other and the 
behaviour of the vast majority of our pupils has been exemplary. 

I am pleased to say that the staff who have been unwell are now, in the main, back in school 
and we are hopeful for a strong and healthy finish in the lead up to the Easter holidays across 
next week. . 

Next week we will be rewarding our pupils who have achieved well in many different ways 
across the Spring term and we will be continuing to focus on our curriculum pathways and on 
the articulation of learning. 

Can I please remind you that Friday 8th April 2022 is a staff INSET day. Therefore, pupils are 
breaking up for Easter on Thursday 7th April, 3pm. 

With best wishes for the weekend.

AQA Spanish speaking GCSE exam

Please be reminded that our Yr 11 linguists have 
been invited to attend an intervention session on 
either 11th, 12th, 13th April AM or PM to complete 

their Spanish speaking GCSE exam. 
It is not too late! If you wish to attend, please 
arrange an appointment with your Language 

teacher.
Ensure to collect your revision mat and booklets 

from your teacher. 
Wishing you all the best of luck!



DATA
Miss Cross is responsible for the administration of 
examinations and assessments. Analysing data and 
presenting it to staff, pupils and parents in a clear 
and understandable format is an essential part of 
her role.
Data forms an integral 
part of the administration 
Team.  Miss Cross also 
assists in many other 
administrative tasks 
too. 

Administration Team

Led by Mrs Barry, the administration team is a highly committed and approachable group of staff who play 
a crucial part in the smooth running and efficiency of the school. Welcoming visitors, answering the 
telephone and supporting pupils, parents/carers and teaching staff, the administration team greatly 
contributes to the education of pupils at Lord Derby Academy.  Mrs Barry also oversees examinations.

Reception
Ms Wright is our receptionist. Answering the 
telephone and communicating with visitors 
forms the main part of this very demanding and 
crucial role. 

PA to the Headteacher
Miss Ierston supports Headteacher Miss Gowan on a 
daily basis with administrative tasks.  Miss Ierston is 
also Clerk to the Governors of Lord Derby Academy, 
Blacklow Brow and Park View Academy which is 
another very important role that demands excellent 
organisational skills.

PA to the Academies Director
Miss Ward supports Mr Bridden (Academies Director 
within the Dean Trust) providing a variety of support 
and project co-ordination across the Trust 
schools. Miss Ward also assists the Trust schools in 
setting up effective communication systems and has 
an adaptable skill set to meet the needs of individual 
schools (both primary and secondary).

Finance
Mrs Williamson is the Finance
Director for the Dean Trust
West Hub Schools, Mrs Blackburn
is the Finance Manager and Ms MacFarlane
is the Finance Officer.
The Finance Team are responsible for the
effective running of all aspects of the 
Academy’s finances. This involves managing 
and monitoring the budget to ensure that all 
resources are used effectively for the benefit
of teaching and learning and school improvement, 
purchasing all of the Academy’s supplies and 
services and coordinating payments for school 
trips and equipment via the ParentPay system. 

HR Mrs Henson is the Group HR Manager 
based here at Lord Derby Academy 
however she leads and supports Human Resources 
activities across all of the Dean Trust 
schools.
Mrs Riley, our HR assistant is of great support to our 
staff - looking after many aspects of their working life 
here at Lord Derby Academy 
dealing with many diverse HR queries along 
with aiding with recruitment of new staff.  

Operations includes looking after                                   
building requirements and issues that 
arise, liaising with site staff and other agencies 
to ensure our building is kept safe and running 
smoothly.

The Reprographics Unit is an 
important part of the school 
support team. They work tirelessly 
to print, design and reproduce high 
quality teaching and learning materials for our 
teaching staff, in order to support and enhance 
the teaching that goes on in the classroom. The 
unit is also key to effective communication 
between school and our parents/carers, 
producing mailshots, reports, booklets, 
certificates etc.
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School Administrator Miss Ashton started with us in 
January and works closely with our Senior 
Leadership Team.  This role also involves 
other various tasks including dealing with
parent enquiries, internal & external 
communications, producing the weekly 
newsletter and assisting members of staff 
with displays round the school building.

Student Services are a dedicated and friendly 
team who provide support and guidance to 
pupils and parents/carers.  The work of 
Student Services encompasses a wide range
of roles which include attendance, admissions, 
annual reports, new intake, and Parents’ 
Evenings.  They are the first port of call for 
pupils requiring assistance with school 
equipment, uniform queries, 
medication storage etc.

SEND 
Mrs Keaton is part of our SEND team, 
supporting pupils, parents/carers and staff with 
anything SEND related.  Mrs Keaton also assists 
in many other administrative tasks too.



LDA World Maths Day 2022

A number of pupils across Key Stage 3 haven recently taken part in the 
World’s largest online Maths competition! 

Pupils competed against 14,000 other competitors from all over the 
world and achieved some excellent results. 

Well done to everyone who took part.

Pupil Parliament

This week form groups will be giving feedback on the cabinet discussions 
which took place between our Key Stage 3 Pupil Parliament members.

All forms will be completing an online form and will identify any rewards 
and competitions they would like to see in use with the House System in 

the coming term. 


