
Friday 15th October 2021

Victoria Gowan
Headteacher

Headteacher Message

Dear Parent/Carer 

I am delighted to announce the early stage of the LDA Pupil Parliament process has been launched 

this week. Our new Assistant Headteacher Mr Young (Director of Culture, Character and Ethos) has

been visiting assemblies explaining the functions and values of the Parliament to pupils and informing

them how they can become involved. The LDA Pupil Parliament gives our pupils a democratic voice 

and encourages leadership across the school community. 

Miss Pope has been highlighting to our pupils how they can stay safe and how they can report in to staff if they 

have any concerns at all. There are many different ways pupils can tell us of any issues and one of them is the 

‘Stepping Up’ box, where anonymous messages can be passed on to our pastoral teams. 

I am looking forward to next week when our celebration assemblies

take place and our pupils who have demonstrated Committed and 

Outstanding Behaviour for Progress are rewarded. 

With best wishes for the weekend, 

V Gowan, Headteacher

Gothic Tales

Year 8 have recently been studying gothic literature in 

their English lessons. They have learnt about the 

conventions of gothic texts including: setting, 

atmosphere and character.  They have also focused 

on what influenced the gothic genre such as the 

French Revolution, architecture and the role of 

science. 

In our lessons, we have been applying our learning 

and creating our own spooky stories. To get into the 

spirit, 8y78 donned some creepy costumes and 

worked together to plan their descriptive paragraphs.

Drama Club is Back!

LDA are pleased to announce that Drama Club is 
running on Tuesdays 3.00pm – 4.00pm with Miss 
Holland. This will allow pupils to explore all areas of 
drama, not just acting! 

Those who attend will benefit from not
only enhancing their performance 
skills but developing transferable skills to 
use within different aspects of the 
curriculum and continue to use into adulthood.

Numeracy Puzzle
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Lord Derby Academy Chamber Choir

Auditions for the Academy Chamber Choir will be taking place during the final week of this half term 
(beginning 18.10.2021).  If you are interested in joining the Choir then use the code uhpscm4 to join the 
Google Classroom or see Miss Munroe for more information.

The Performing Arts Department has expanded in staffing.

The Performing Arts Department are delighted to welcome Mr Pye and Miss Holland to the team. Both staff have made 
an amazing start to the academic year and are a fabulous addition to the team!  

Year 10 GCSE Dancers Due to Perform at the SPV PB event hosted by Merseyside Police.

Lord Derby Academy are delighted that the Y10 GCSE Dancers have been chosen to represent Lord Derby Academy at 
the SPV PB event hosted by Merseyside Police at Lord Derby Academy.  As part of their GCSE Dance lessons, the dancers 
have been working on a final performance that included their own choreographic and performance skills.  Their dance 
piece has been put forward to showcase at this event.
The event will take place on Saturday 16th October 2021. We wish all the dancers luck for their performance.

LDA Welcomes a New Musical Theatre Club – TEA Club!

Last week saw the start of the LDA TEA (Terrific Expressive Arts) Club. The musical theatre club runs every Wednesday 
at lunchtime with Mr. Pye where pupils combine singing, dancing and acting and perform like they’re on the bright 
lights of Broadway.

KS4 Music Manchester Trip

The Music Department have enjoyed their first trip 
of the academic year with the KS4 pupils visiting 
The Bridgewater Hall in Manchester. Pupils watched 
a live performance by the Halle Orchestra which 
included a live listening section on one of their 
study pieces and a ‘walking talking’ performance of 
music across the ages from the Baroque period to 
the much more recent
Pirates of the Caribbean. 
We are looking forward 
to continuing our return 
to enrichment activities
and trips over the
academic year.

Focus on Sound in Music

The Music Department are continuing to use the 
online programme, Focus on Sound, to support home 
learning provision. All pupils can access the software 
using their Google Classroom log in details through 
the link included on each ClassCharts and Google 
Classroom task.  Pupils can use the software to revise 
key topics and learn about new aspects of music at 
any point, there is even a composition tool on there 
to help them create their own musical ideas. Please 
support your child by encouraging them to complete 
their homework tasks and to use the additional 
features on the software.

Art

The Art department would like to congratulate all its pupils 
on making a fantastic start to the new year. It has been a 
pleasure to be able to put our classrooms back to some sort 
of normal and deliver lessons that are more practical. 

The department is also delighted to be starting a new GCSE 
course in Textiles at KS4.  Miss Greenhalgh is already 
overwhelmed at the enthusiasm and commitment of the 
pupils. We have also reintroduced the Photography GCSE 
and the pupils have made a great start this exciting course.

As a ‘picture can paint a thousand words’ we are going to let 
the images speak for how well all year groups are working in 
their sketch books. 


