
Friday 2nd July 2021

Victoria Gowan
Headteacher

Headteacher Message
Dear Parent/Carer, 

I hope you are safe and well. 

Pupils have been flourishing at LDA. Leaders have been calling into lessons to hear our pupils 

articulating their learning and their progress along their curriculum pathways. It has been a real joy to 

hear their accounts and I am confident in saying that the school’s ‘Behaviour for Progress’ strategy is 

encouraging our pupils to move from being compliant to being active in building their knowledge and skills. 

Unfortunately, we have had a number of confirmed pupil cases of COVID19 across the week and so, in line with 

current government guidance, we have had to ask pupils who are close contacts of the cases to isolate at home. We 

always try to limit the number of pupils at home through our internal track and trace systems but, at the same time, 

we must prioritise health and safety. Can I please request that parents do not send their child into school if they are 

displaying the official symptoms of COVID19. Pupils at home are always set work in line with their curriculum 

pathway via Google Classroom. 

I am looking forward to a weekend of sport (watching rather than playing) and I hope that you enjoy your weekend 

plans as well. 

V Gowan, Headteacher

LITERACY

This week pupils have been reading an 

article from The Day as a representation of 

this week’s topic: 

Should art be political?

Why not read the article at home and 

continue the discussion?

https://theday.co.uk/stories/the-answer-my-

friend-is-blowin-in-the-wind

Username: lordderby   Password: 

password123

Book Recommendation of the Week:
“The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas“
is a fictional story that offers a 
unique perspective on how 
prejudice, hatred and violence 
affect innocent people, 
particularly children, during 
wartime. Through the lens of an 
eight-year-old boy largely 
shielded from the reality of 
World War II, we witness a 
forbidden friendship that forms 
between Bruno, the son of Nazi 
commandant, and Shmuel, a Jewish boy held 
captive in a concentration camp. Though the two 
are separated physically by a barbed wire fence, 
their lives become inescapably intertwined.

NUMERACY

https://theday.co.uk/stories/the-answer-my-friend-is-blowin-in-the-wind


WEST END PERFORMANCE

We were so excited to be offering all LDA pupils ANOTHER opportunity to work with the professional West End 

Performer, Suzie McAdam. We received so much positive feedback regarding the recent drama and dance 

workshops during lockdown, hosted by Suzie, that we asked her to host another one based upon the hit Musical 

‘Six’. In addition to the workshop, Suzie (the west end star) provided a Q & A section allowing pupils to find out what 

it is like working in the Industry, thus supporting careers and aspirations for any pupils who are interested in the Arts 

as a career.

WEST END PERFORMANCE

Year 7 and 8 were offered a lunchtime live theatre event which was brilliantly received by attending pupils! Around 

100 pupils indulged in a bowl of popcorn and enjoyed watching a recorded live performance of the National 

Theatre’s Treasure Island on Wednesday and Wonderland on Thursday. A very successful lunchtime extravaganza 

with lots of positive points awarded on Classcharts for those in attendance as part of our Annual Expressive Arts 

Week.



Mr Ashley

Head of 

Department

Mrs Gilland

Classroom 

Teacher

Welcome to the ICT and Business newsletter.  This has been a very busy time of year for all pupils and 

staff within the department. The department has just finished its summer assessment activities and it has 

been wonderful to see the pupils back in the classrooms. The department would like to take this opportunity 

to thank Parents/ Carers and the Pupils for supporting us in the delivery of our subjects over this difficult 

time.

Websites for revision - Using as search engine such as google type:

“BBC BITESIZE GCSE ” – This will link to the GCSE revision site and covers all areas for the Business 

and Computer Science examination.  It includes text, movies and tests to assist the pupil in revision.

“Teach ICT” – This site has a range of resources for computer science including theory and tests.  The 

site also includes games to help revision based on areas of study.

“Revise ICT” – This site is organised in key areas of study and includes some theory and games based 

on the topic being studied.

“SOLOLEARN” – Python programming training materials for computer science pupils.  Accessible for 

all students using their schools google account.

“SENECA” – Covers a range of GCSE courses including Business.

“BusinessED” – website covering all major areas of the GCSE Business 

examination.

“Quizlet” – a bank of exam  questions, revision cards and other resources 

to support knowledge recall

KS4 update

Year 10: After a period of online learning it is a pleasure to see pupils engaging in their GCSE and BTEC 

qualifications in the department’s new classrooms.  Computer science pupils have been studying hard for their paper 

1 assessments and are moving on to the programming section of their course.  Business studies pupils also 

completed their assessment and our moving from theme 1 topics to theme 2 topics. The BTEC pupils have just 

completed their examination and will be working hard to complete their digital media project.  All work is available on 

the pupils google classrooms and can be accessed from home 24/7.

KS3 update 

This term, pupils in both Year 8 and 9 have been gaining experience in the 

fundamentals of computer programming. Topics such as data representation, 

arithmetic operators and python basic functionality have been covered.  As we 

progress to the end of the term additional programming experience will be 

gained using problem solving activities. Pupils will build on these skills in future 

years or through their GCSE options.

GOOGLE Classroom and Classcharts
As you will be aware the department runs an electronic classroom which incorporates 
teaching materials, revision and assessments.  Homework is also delivered electronically 
through google classroom and the school classcharts system.  It is very important pupils 
make full use of the classroom at home as it will support their progress and inevitably 
grades in the future. 
Thank you for your support.

Pupil Example Work


