
 

 

June 2020 

Dear pupil, 

We hope that you and your family are safe and well. 

This is not the ‘leavers’ letter’ we thought we would be writing to you when the year started, or indeed even on the 

20th March when we were last together.  On that day, we assured you that you would be treated fairly in relation to 

your GCSE grades and that we would invite you back in to school when it was safe to do so.  At that point, none of us 

anticipated that we would not fully open again this academic year and that schools would remain closed for the 

majority of pupils.  Since then, we have been responding to the advice and guidelines issued by the Government and 

Public Health England as the Covid-19 crisis continues.  

We were confident that, as a year group, you would have coped well with the exam season, albeit with some ups and 

downs along the way. You would have had an emotional and entertaining leavers’ assembly and some of you would 

have celebrated the end of the examinations and secondary school education at the prom.  Unfortunately, due to the 

global pandemic and national lockdown, none of these things have been able to happen as it has not been safe to hold 

large gatherings.  We know that this has led to disappointment and we share your sentiments.   

Throughout the crisis, the school has been open for children of key workers and we have operated with minimal 

numbers of staff on site.  Whilst working from home, your form tutors and our admin team have been working hard 

to produce your Progress Files and Mrs Kelly and Mrs Hampson have continued to liaise closely with post-16 providers 

to ensure your transition to the next stage of your education and training is as smooth as possible.  Mrs Hampson and 

Mr Wheeler have continued to produce the weekly assembly to share information and key messages from staff to 

support both your transition to post-16 education and your health and wellbeing.  Teaching staff, Heads of Department 

and the Senior team have also been working hard to follow the guidance issued by OFQUAL, and we are confident that 

the Centre Assessed Grades submitted to the examination boards are fair.  

The latest information from OFQUAL is that GCSE results will be available on the 20th August 2020. We are continuing 

to follow Government guidance and we will apply the relevant guidance to issue results safely. We will communicate 

the arrangements, which will be in line with the applicable Government guidance, nearer to the time.  

Although you do not have access to the freedoms or celebrations a typical end of Year 11 would bring, we do hope 

that you have an enjoyable summer as you look forward to the next stage of your education or training. We have 

included information to support you in staying safe over summer and a collection of key contacts from our post-16 

providers.  

As the sun sets on the summer term, we would like to acknowledge the contributions you have made to Lord Derby 

Academy during your time with us and we hope that as you look back on your time here, you are able to recall some 

fond moments and memories.  Beach bingo was a particular highlight that will live long in our memories!   

We wish you well and we look forward to a time when we can safely see you all again.  

 

With kindest regards,  

 

 

Miss Morrison                                                         Mrs Hampson                                           Mr Wheeler 
Assistant Headteacher, Director of KS4             Head of Year 11                                        Y11 Student Support Manager 


