
KS3 Stretch and Challenge non-fiction reading list 

The Missing by Michael Rosen 
By turns charming, shocking and heart-breaking, this is the true story of Michael Rosen’s search for his relatives 

who “went missing” during the Second World War – told through prose, poetry, maps and pictures. When Michael 

was growing up, stories often hung in the air about his great-uncles: one was a clock-mender and the other a 

dentist. They were there before the war, his dad would say, and weren’t after. Over many years, Michael tried to find 

out exactly what happened: he interviewed family members, scoured the internet, pored over books and traveled to 

America and France. The story he uncovered was one of terrible persecution – and it has inspired his poetry for 

years since. Here, poems old and new are balanced against an immensely readable narrative; both an extraordinary 

account and a powerful tool for talking to children about the Holocaust 

Silent Spring by Rachel Carson 
Now recognized as one of the most influential books of the twentieth century, Silent Spring exposed the destruction 

of wildlife through the widespread use of pesticides. Despite condemnation in the press and heavy-handed attempts 

by the chemical industry to ban the book, Rachel Carson succeeded in creating a new public awareness of the 

environment which led to changes in government and inspired the ecological movement. It is thanks to this book, 

and the help of many environmentalists, that harmful pesticides such as DDT were banned from use in the US and 

countries around the world. 

Endurance: Shackleton’s incredible voyage by Alfred Lansing 
ENDURANCE is the story of one of the most astonishing feats of exploration and human courage ever recorded. In 

1914 Sir Ernest Shackleton and a crew of 27 men set sail for the South Atlantic on board a ship called the 

Endurance. The object of the expedition was to cross the Antarctic overland. In October 1915, still half a continent 

away from their intended base, the ship was trapped, then crushed in ice 

Freakonomics by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner 
Freakonomics is at the heart of everything we see and do and the subjects that bedevil us daily: from parenting to 

crime, sport to politics, fat to cheating, fear to traffic jams. Asking provocative and profound questions about human 

motivation and contemporary living and reaching some astonishing conclusions, Freakonomics will make you see 

the familiar world through a completely original lens. 

The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People by Stephen R. Covey 
In THE 7 HABITS OF HIGHLY EFFECTIVE PEOPLE Stephen R. Covey presents a holistic, integrated, principle-

centred approach for solving personal and professional problems. With penetrating insights and pointed anecdotes, 

Covey reveals a step-by-step pathway for living with fairness, integrity, honesty and human dignity - principles that 

give us the security to adapt to change, and the wisdom and power to take advantage of the opportunities that 

change creates 

The Selfish Gene by Richard Dawkins 
As influential today as when it was first published, The Selfish Gene has become a classic exposition of evolutionary 

thought. Professor Dawkins articulates a gene's eye view of evolution - a view giving centre stage to these 

persistent units of information, and in which organisms can be seen as vehicles for their replication. This 

imaginative, powerful, and stylistically brilliant work not only brought the insights of Neo-Darwinism to a wide 

audience, but galvanized the biology community, generating much debate and stimulating whole new areas of 

research. Forty years later, its insights remain as relevant today as on the day it was published 

 

 

 
 

 



 

The Art of War by Sun Tzu 
Sun Tzu's The Art of War has been a vastly influential treatise on military strategy in the east from the time of 

China's Warring States Period (403-221 BC) onward. Though its first translation into a European language was only 

in 1782, the book's significance was quickly recognized and even such towering figures of Western history as 

Napoleon and General Douglas MacArthur have claimed it a source of inspiration. 

No Logo by Naomi Kline 
This is a book about that much-maligned, much-misunderstood generation coming up behind the slackers, who are 

being intelligent and active about the world in which they find themselves. It is a world in which all that is 'alternative' 

is sold, where any innovation or subversion is immediately adopted by un-radical, faceless corporations. But, 

gradually, tentatively, a new generation is beginning to fight consumerism with its own best weapons; and it is the 

first skirmishes in this war that this abrasively intelligent book documents brilliantly. 

A Room of One’s Own by Virginia Woolf 
‘Lock up your libraries if you like; but there is no gate, no lock, no bolt that you can set upon the freedom of my 

mind…’ 

Based on a lecture given at Cambridge and first published in 1929, ‘A Room of One’s Own’ interweaves Woolf’s 

personal experience as a female writer with themes ranging from Austen and Brontë to Shakespeare’s gifted (and 

imaginary) sister. 

The Road to Wigan Pier by George Orwell 
A searing account of George Orwell's observations of working-class life in the bleak industrial heartlands of 

Yorkshire and Lancashire in the 1930s, The Road to Wigan Pier is a brilliant and bitter polemic that has lost none of 

its political impact over time. His graphically unforgettable descriptions of social injustice, cramped slum housing, 

dangerous mining conditions, squalor, hunger and growing unemployment are written with unblinking honesty, fury 

and great humanity. It crystallized the ideas that would be found in Orwell's later works and novels, and remains a 

powerful portrait of poverty, injustice and class divisions in Britain. 

Last Chance to See by Douglas Adams and Mark Cowardine 
After years of reflecting on the absurdities of life on other planets, Douglas Adams teamed up with zoologist Mark 

Carwardine to find out what was happening to life on this one. Together they lead us on an unforgettable journey 

across the world in search of exotic, endangered creatures - animals that they may never get another chance to 

see. They encounter the animal kingdom in its stunning beauty, astonishing variety, and imminent peril: the giant 

Komodo dragon of Indonesia, the helpless but lovable Kakapo of New Zealand, the blind river dolphins of China, the 

white rhinos of Zaire, the rare birds of Mauritius Island in the Indian Ocean. Both funny and poignant, Last Chance 

to See is the tale of an unforgettable wildlife odyssey - and a timely reminder of all that we must protect 

In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 
In Cold Blood: A True Account of a Multiple Murder and its Consequences is considered by many to be the first work 

of the true crime genre. In this groundbreaking book, Truman Capote reconstructs the murder of the Clutter family 

from information provided by newspaper articles and interviews. 

We Should All be Feminists by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
In this personal, eloquently argued essay – adapted from her much-admired Tedx talk of the same name – 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie offers readers a unique definition of feminism for the twenty-first century, one rooted in 

inclusion and awareness. Drawing extensively on her own experiences and her deep understanding of the often 

masked realities of sexual politics, here is one remarkable author’s exploration of what it means to be a woman now 

– an of-the-moment rallying cry for why we should all be feminists. 

… and just about anything by Bill Bryson 

 

 



 


